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C
ity-dwellers who attend county fair 

livestock exhibitions are always most 

surprised at seeing the pigs. People 

think pigs belong in a wallow covered with 

mud—an action reflective of their intelli-

gence, actually. Mud cools them on hot days 

and protects them from stinging insect bites.

When a pig is identified as having prize-

winning potential, it is redeemed from the 

mud-pit, washed, and ushered into a life of 

luxury. It is kept in a pristine stall where it is 

fed, washed, fed, manicured, fed, coddled, and 

fed. The before-and-after transformation in a 

set-apart swine is something to behold. Once 

washed, these hams-on-the-hoof are never 

allowed back in the mud. A wallow is no place 

for a clean pig.

Without calling human beings pigs, we 

can observe several parallels between the life 

of a prize-winning pig and the redeemed 

Christian. The apostle Paul uses a variety 

of terms to describe the wallows that peo-

ple come out of when finding their way to 

Christ: Sexual immorality, idolatry, adultery, 

prostitution, homosexuality. thievery, greed, 

drunkenness, slander, and cheating. The way 

pigs use mud, it’s the nature of the human 

species to cover itself with all sorts of defen-

sive lifestyles as protection against the heat 

and bug bites of life. But because God sees 

His image in us, He redeems us from the  

wallows in which we live. He washes us  

(Heb. 10:22) and declares us holy (Col. 3:22), 

making us righteous in His sight (Rom. 5:1). 

Paul’s language is like a farmer explain-

ing to his prized pig why it can’t be allowed 

back in the mud: “. . . that is what some of 

you were.” The verb “to be” has no action—

it simply describes our former condition. The 

Greek tense Paul uses means we continually 

were those things as a way of life. But then he 

switches to a different verb tense when he says 

“you were washed . . . sanctified . . . justified”—

meaning that they were, at a point in time, 

taken out of those lifestyles, not to return. 

Salvation for the believer means being 

taken out of one environment—where sin 

and uncleanness is a natural way of life—and 

transferred into another. What we “were” is 

no longer to be what we “are,” for we are now 

God’s own possession. 

God’s Promise to You: 

“ As the object of my love, I will keep 
you from returning to your past.”
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THE PROMISES OF GOD
THE PAST IS WASHED AWAY – 1 Corinthians 6:11

We invite you to visit our Reflections 
Ministries website to see some of the 
growing number of resources that are 
available to help you in your thinking  
and practice.

(Georgia residents: please add 8% sales tax)
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These selected titles of the 
Reflections Spiritual Study Series 
CD SETS are available for 50% off 
and are a great resource for personal 
bible study and small group discussions. 

>>  Be sure to take advantage of this 
great offer while quantities last. 

Great Books Everyone 
Should Know Series 1 
Want to be mentored by some of the 
greatest Christian minds of the past? 
Need a little help understanding or 
previewing some great classics?  
Dr. Boa provides interesting glimpses 

into the life of the author, explores the 
main themes of the book and excerpts 

important passages. Series includes five CDs covering:  
1–Great Divorce, C.S. Lewis; 2–Paradise Lost, John Milton;  
3–Confessions, Augustine; 4–Pensees, Blaise Pascal;  
5–Pilgrim’s Progress, John Bunyan
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LongTermLongTerm
FAITHFUL FATHER, as I reflect on the redemptive history 

recorded in the narratives and oracles of Scripture, I see so 

many surprising setbacks and breakthroughs. The wisdom of 

Your Word invites me to view events and circumstances with 

a long-term perspective. When I only look at the short term, 

I get muddled, confused and doubtful, because I allow my 

immediate circumstances to shape my understanding. But 

when I contextualize the events of my life in the long term, I 

can see that You are indeed causing all things to work together 

for good to those who love You and are called according 

to Your purpose. Teach me to affirm that the sufferings 

of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 

the glory that is to be revealed to Your children in Christ.
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